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Challenge Overview  - #breatheLeeds – by Daniel Gascoigne, Project 
Officer, Sustainability Dept, Leeds City Council 
 
Slide 1: What is air pollution? 
 
Notes to accompany the presentation, Challenge Overview – by Daniel 
Gascoigne, Project Officer, Sustainability Dept, Leeds City Council 
 
Slide 2: Where does air pollution come from? 
Explain that this is a short activity to tell them about air pollution and 
its history. 
The row of pictures along the top show some of the things people 
normally think of when they think about air pollution: burning fires, coal 
power stations, steam trains. All of these release smoke into the air that 
we can actually see. In more recent times though the biggest air 
pollution problem we face is the petrol and diesel exhaust fumes created 
by vehicles on our roads. 
 
Slide 3: A brief history of the problem 
Tell the group that air pollution is something we’ve had to deal with for a 
long time:  

In 1952, London had many factories which made lots of smoke.  This was 
known as The Great Smog. There were also lots of power stations that 
burned coal which is a fossil fuel. Burning coal is very bad air pollution, 
and also really bad for the planet as it causes climate change. It was 
very cold weather and there was a bad fog. You could only see a few 
metres ahead of you. In one place the fog was so bad you couldn’t even 
see your own feet! 

Almost everybody burned coal in their homes in those days to keep warm. 
Lots of smoke came from their chimneys. The smoke from factories, 
people’s homes and power stations mixed with the fog. This created 
smog. Smog makes the air hard to breathe and makes it difficult to see.  

Around 8,000 to 12,000 people died from causes related to the amount of 
pollution in the air. After this terrible disaster – many rules through the 
1956 Clean Air Act were put in place to stop people burning dirty fuels. 
People also stopped burning coal in their homes and got central heating. 

  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16QbExyOjqFB-HbJ7QY-X53xEsZo5ANa4QF3WdHEqlAI/edit?usp=sharing


 
Slide 4: Why is air pollution a problem? 

Health Issues: 

Air pollution can contribute to breathing problems, the development of 
asthma, and lung and heart diseases. The saddest fact, is that the risks 
are greater for children and young people, as your bodies are less 
resilient and still developing. Because of your height, you are also closer 
to the exhaust fumes from cars. Studies have also shown that living in 
very polluted areas can stop your lungs growing properly, which could 
cause health problems later in life. But if we do something about it and 
cut pollution, we can reverse and fix some of this damage. 

Now, although air pollution is an important health issue for people of all 
ages, research does show that children and older people are the most 
vulnerable. Research from Imperial College London has also shown that 
black and ethnic minority communities suffer disproportionately from 
high levels of pollution. The same is true for the most deprived in our 
society as they tend to live near main roads where air pollution is worst. 
So, all of these people, and that includes you(!) have an even bigger 
reason to get involved as you are doing, to try and work out a solution.  

Environment: 

So, we know about the health impacts of air pollution, do we know what 
the environmental impacts are? Burning fossil fuels also creates climate 
change – extreme weather phenomenon. As well as causing acid rain, 
which can affect plants, trees, and as you can see from the slightly 
melted lion outside Leeds Town Hall – historic buildings too!   

Slide 5: What have we thought of already?  
 
Leeds’s Clean Air Charging Zone (CAZ) will reduce air pollution in Leeds 
by encouraging businesses to transition to cleaner, less polluting 
vehicles that won’t be subject to daily charges. It will be one of the 
largest and first zones of its kind in the country. 
 
Leeds City Council is continuing to invest in cleaner, low emission 
vehicles. They already use more electric vehicles than any other local 
authority in the country. Many zero and low emission vehicles are being 
used every day for a wide range of council services including: property 
maintenance, road sweeping, civil enforcement and refuse collection. 
Not only are these vehicles better for the environment, they also help the 
council save money because of significantly cheaper lifetime costs than 
diesel or petrol vehicles.  
 



 
Everyday thousands of drivers idle their engines needlessly when parked 
or stationary, often unaware that they are wasting fuel and emitting 
harmful gases into the air around them. Leeds City Council are raising 
awareness of idling with signs, leaflets, active engagement and a series 
of poster competitions in schools. Studies show that when drivers learn 
about engine idling, they are much less likely to idle in the future.  
 
Leeds City Council are working hard to improve public transport in Leeds 
and have built two new train stations, are investing in park and ride, and 
encouraging walking and more cycling in the city by upgrading cycling 
routes. They are also investing in more electric vehicle charge-points to 
make living with ultra-low emission vehicles convenient and easy.  
 
They are teaching pupils about air quality, tackling idling outside of the 
school gates, promoting sustainable and active travel, and hosting 
educational competitions for schools to get involved in. They also run 
different awareness campaigns across the city, to improve people’s 
understanding of the issues around air pollution. 
 
Slide 6:  A DREAM Solution? 
 
The biggest issue any city needs to deal with is transport, and how 
people get around. This is where the most emissions come from, so it 
should in theory be the easiest thing to have an impact on.  
 
If we were to think of some of the craziest ideas possible, if money and 
technology wasn’t at all an issue, one of the best solutions for Daniel 
Gascoigne of Leeds City Council would solar powered cars, cars powered 
by water, or salt water or even a huge public transport network in Leeds 
or West Yorkshire – like the underground in London or the Tram in 
Sheffield. 
 
Slide 7: What can you do to help? 

We want you to come up with ideas for projects, campaigns, maybe new 
apps, or huge new annual or monthly events or other types of big changes 
for your town or city, to help people tackle the problem of air pollution 
where you live. 

IVE is committed to taking the best idea forward to the next stage of 
development with support from local councils, businesses and funders 
where possible. 

 


