
 
Theatre has always existed. 
It is a place to tell great stories, to spark 
conversations, to delight the imagination 
and to tell the truth. 
We are all actors and we all have our favourite actors. 
Who are yours? 
What is the most exciting story you have ever heard? 
And what story do you want to tell? 

MAKE YOUR OWN THEATRE



Julia O’Keeffe
Learning Co-ordinator



This can be done as a meaningful activity when studying a play
script.
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Whole class adaptations

The creation of theatre is the first part of the lesson, and will be
a fairly straight-forward activity for pupils to do in pairs.

Once the theatre is created, decorate the lolly sticks with
rudimentary faces to distinguish one character from another.
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Whole class adaptations

Match 2 pairs of pupils together, so that everyone is working in
a group of four.

One pair voices the lines within the duologue, whilst the other
pair operates the puppets. This is a very freeing activity, and
removes the self-consciousness of the readers, because the
focus is automatically on the puppets as the visual stimulus. It
also allows pupils to consider stage positioning and proxemics
(the space between characters and the meaning that creates).
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Although this is primarily a drama/theatre activity, the freedom
that pupils feel when giving voice to a character can be utilised
across the curriculum. We are instinctively drawn to look at the
puppets and the stage, however small it is. If you create a large
version of the stage, big enough to be seen by all from their
desks, you have a powerful learning tool. Two volunteers
operate the puppets as others watch on and you can ask other
pupils to give voice to:

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

Dialogue within the class novel, as a way of examining tone,
pace and pitch of voice to provide meaning.
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Links to Wider Curriculum

Imagined dialogue between historical characters: what
might Anne Boleyn have said to Henry VIII before her
execution?

Themselves, giving coding instructions to someone who is
new to it. The first puppet explains it to the second.

Controversial areas of debate. It’s distancing and therefore
less personal to have a puppet debate.

ii

iii

iv

KS2

2/2


