
Sound
Find your favourite place
in your house.

Get Comfy!

Take some pencils and
paper.

Draw a circle, that 
represents you, 
anywhere on the paper.

Wait and listen – make 
marks, lines, squiggles, 
curves to match the 
sounds you hear.
Create a sound picture!!

As you hear sounds inside or outside 
your house make marks in different 
colours to create a piece of artwork

me

Listening and reacting is as
important in music as playing. 

Use your ears, let the sounds enter 
and appear on your paper.
Have fun!!



This is my artwork from listening
to the sounds around me.

Gary Hammond - Percussionist

Draw your shapes before
you colour them in.

bird

radio

hoover

Footsteps on stairs

wind

me

cups



This is both a simple task and a difficult concept. You’ll need to
spend a bit of time beforehand trialling this with obvious sounds
that you create so that pupils learn that there are no right or
wrong ways of doing this and it is an entirely personal and
creative task.
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Whole class adaptations

If you are able to, take the pupils outside and get them settled
with paper and a board to lean on. The local environment will
provide you with a wealth of different sounds, be your school
urban or rural.
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Whole class adaptations

If this is an inside task, do some preparation so that you can
guarantee a variety of sounds from a variety of locations: set an
alarm clock to go off by the door; have a PPA ‘quietly’ going
about their business putting books away’, ‘accidentally’ pull up a
website with noise/music, etc. Ensure each sound goes on long
enough to generate a response but that then ends to allow the
accumulation of the next/other sound(s).
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You can extend this task with a Music focus by asking them to
do the same activity but this time they must draw the sounds
emerging from various musical instruments that you
blow/strike/play around the room. Discussion can follow about
the ‘feel’ of various types of instruments.
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Play the pupils various different animal noises. What do they
look like? After they’ve drawn it, can they identify the animal?
Does the sound ‘suit’ the animal? Why is it important for an
animal to make noise?

Lose the element of where the sound is coming from (perhaps
pupils just divide their paper in 4 and fill them in one by one);
now play them 4 famous speeches from history. They don’t have
to worry about what’s being said, just the feeling it creates in
them and what they draw as a result. How does Martin Luther
King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech compare to Neville Chamberlain’s
declaration of war with Germany? 

b
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