




To cut down on the time it takes to find phrases in the magazines, pre-
select pages that contain interesting uses of language.

1

Whole class adaptations

Start with a simple word like ‘love’ or ‘friendship’ and ask pupils to write
down phrases of between 3 and 6 words that spring to mind. This can
be done as a solo task, in pairs or in small groups, as appropriate.

Now give out the magazines and ask them to find connected phrases.
Give some examples of what could count as ‘connected phrases’ so
that they are not just looking for concrete references to their word.
So, an interview with a singer who says ‘I love going home’ could fit in
a topic of ‘friendship’, or ‘feeling safe’, or ‘travel’.
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Whole class adaptations

Have a pre-prepared muddle of phrases that the class can help you
organise so that they understand the freedom of the task.

They can then follow the instructions on the card and create their
magic!

These can then stand alone as poems or a few can be selected for
turning into whole class songs.

4

5

6

KS2

Copyright © 2022 We are IVE

2/2



When studying similes and metaphors, utilise this structure to turn
them into songs or poems. This will help with the originality of the
comparisons, particularly if you insist that the poems have to rhyme. 

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

When starting to study a narrative or abstract poem, pre-prepare
packs of individual lines of the poem and pairs have to put them
together into what they think sounds like an engaging order. The focus
is on creating something interesting not getting it ‘right’.

Muddle up facts about a variety of scientific topics. In pairs, the pupils
must arrange the facts into the appropriate topics.

The above can also be applied to historical eras. Facts about the
Tudors, Elizabethans and Victorians, for instance.

b

c

d
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Get each pupil to select an inanimate object from the classroom.1

Whole class adaptations

In pairs, ask pupils to spontaneously give voice to the object and
how it interacts with the pupils/teachers.
Lead the class in examinations of character: attitude, experience,
voice, body language. Ask pupils to write these down and then try
repeating their speeches as their objects.

Now they know a bit more about their objects, they can write their
monologues.
In pairs again, swap speeches and pupils direct their partner in how
to accurately bring their character/object to life.
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In Drama terms, giving voice to inanimate objects is called
‘cathexis’ and it has a variety of uses.

An addressed but unopened envelope to the central
character in the class novel can elicit fascinating ideas; who is
writing to them? Why is it unopened? How might their destiny
have changed if they’d opened it?

A piece of pottery from the Roman era can tell us a lot about how
it was used, treated and by whom.

A brown leaf can give voice to its life cycle and can bemoan the
lack of sunlight that has led to its demise.

a

b

c

d
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This can be done on the whiteboard using random generator
software but the power of a physical resource is often more
immediate and exciting for pupils.

1

Whole class adaptations

You can choose to pre-create sets of cards to good effect, or let
the pupils or small groups create them.

Either way, the focus is on the elements of story-telling so it’s an
excellent way of teaching about the importance of character,
location, key objects and the surprises (plot twists) that arise.
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Whole class adaptations

Keep the story-telling quick and fun to begin with. You can
always get the pupils to focus on one of the quick stories
they’ve created later for a more detailed piece of writing or
drama. Let them select the versions they’ve most enjoyed.

The 4 cards could be adapted to suit depending on where the
pupils are in their understanding of story. For instance, the cards
could read ‘character’, ‘location’, ‘plot’, ‘themes’. 
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This has clear possibilities for use across the curriculum:a

Links to Wider Curriculum

The cards can be used in Dance sessions with cards
categorised as ‘action’, ‘transition’, ‘2nd action’ and ‘mood’.
(Create a ‘star jump’, with a ‘roll’ into a ‘full body stretch’ in a
‘lazy’ mood).

They can be used in Art and Design with the categories,
‘media’, ‘subject’, ‘style’ and ‘timescale’ (use ‘chalk’ to draw
‘your friend’ in a ‘Picasso style’ in ’10 minutes’).

i

ii
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Links to Wider Curriculum

They can be used in Languages with the categories, ‘People’,
‘places’, ‘things’ and ‘actions’. (Provide the French words for
‘teacher’, ‘church’, ‘spoon’ and ‘to walk’).

They can be used in Science with the categories, ‘Mammal’,
‘amphibian’, ‘insect’, ‘bird’ and the pupils have to describe the
life cycle and provide any other facts they can recall. 

iii

iv
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Artwork: Frances Kelly



Provide card for each pupil.1

Whole class adaptations

Put the instructions on the board for how to construct the cube.

Pupils decorate the faces of their cube whilst flat.

Pupils use rulers, pencils and scissors to construct their cube.

The cube can be rolled to generate art works as directed.
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An examination of the dimensions of the cube and its
construction can link to 3-D objects in Maths.

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

The list of what each number points to can be constantly varied
and can become a fun way of adapting work:

Appoint each number to a different character in the class
novel. Pupils must roll the dice and write in role about how
the particular incident being discussed from that
character’s point of view.

b
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Links to Wider Curriculum

Each number points to a different wild animal and pupils
must draw, research and then provide six facts for their
appointed animal.

Each number represents a different world religion and
pupils must investigate and then present details of the key
festivals of that religion.
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Activism
by Critical Fish

# BagsOfCreativity

One voice, your voice, can make a big difference – 
just look at the impact made by young people 
such as Greta Thunburg and Malala Yousafzai.

Sometimes it’s hard to know where to start- 
whether you see wrongs happening around race, 
gender, faith, housing, education, food poverty, human
 or animal rights, environment or wealth inequalities. 
You can take action to make your valuable voice heard. 
You are never too young to start.



generationhull.com



Ask pupils to share with you the local or world issues that they
care about. Write them on the board.

1

Whole class adaptations

When the board has a good mix, ask pupils to select which one
they are most passionate about and then put pupils into groups
of 5. These will become the working groups of each ‘movement’.

Groups work together to decide on bullet numbers 2 – 4 on the
list: manifesto, name & logo, protest slogan.
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Whole class adaptations

There are 7 remaining tasks on the list. Pupils have to ‘bid’ for
which one they want to work on individually and the groups then
decides who does what.

Each pupil works on their element and then they collectively
present their work and issue to the class. Or, to add a real-world
element, to an invited local councillor. 
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This has obvious links to climate change. The choice of topic could be
limited to elements of climate change: rising sea levels, global
warming, natural disasters, etc.

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

The same principle could be adapted to exploring differing historical
perspectives on key events: 

the perspective of 6 different countries on the eve of the Second
World War; 

how 6 different British eras (Anglo-Saxon, Roman, medieval,
Tudor, etc dealt with crime and punishment.

the climates of different continents or countries around the world.

b

i
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Music Machines 
by Joseph Cox

The team at Fantastic Machines are trying to
design a new musical instrument. 
They would love you to design it! 

Get some card and pencils and get thinking!
 
On the next page are some ideas and 
challenges to try when designing.



Where 
does the 

sound come
out? 

Is it
LOUD
or quiet?

How do you 
hold it?

How does 
it make it’s 

sound?

Is it electric 
or acoustic 

or both?

What sound 
does it make?

How do 
you 
control it?

SmoothGurgles
CrunchyChirps

BouncyRumbles
BleepsWobbly

generationhull.com

# BagsOfCreativity
Created by Joseph Cox 
of Form Studio 
www.heyform.co.uk



This can be a quiet, studious afternoon. As a class you can explore a
history of instruments and find common types: wind, stringed,
percussion, etc. Then you can set pupils to work designing new
instruments, perhaps in pairs. It can be a design challenge,
demonstrating their understanding of how instrumentation works.

1

Whole class adaptations

And, this can be a fun and raucous afternoon! Gather found items:
shells, pipes, tins, twine, washing line, bottle tops, tubes, etc, etc and
invite pairs of students to collect up to 3/5/7 items and try to actually
make an instrument from them. After their first attempts, they can
discard some of their items and re-choose from those rejected by
others.
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This is primarily a Music activity but has links to Science. What is
sound? Where does it come from? How can we vary sound
(pitch, tone, volume, frequency)?

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

The spirit of experimentation can be utilised elsewhere in the
curriculum:

cut up lines from a long, non-rhyming poem and ask pupils
to form their own poem from it. Focus is on creating
something unique, not re-creating the original.

b
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Links to Wider Curriculum

Provide small groups with a collection of leaves and ask
them to provide information about the tree they come from
based on what they can deduce about the leaves.

Give pairs of students random collections of numbers and
ask them to provide as many mathematical links between
them as possible.
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Rangoli 
by Roopashree NS

A Rangoli is an art form originated and used by people in India. Rangolis
are created on the floor or the ground using materials such as dry flour, 

coloured rice, coloured sand, pebbles, paints or salt or flower petals.
Rangolis are drawn at the entrance o f a house. Rangoli decoration has a

purpose as it is used to enlighten or to welcome Hindu Gods to the household.



generationhull.com

Pragnya Indian 
Arts Centre

Roopashree NS
 # 

. Are you ready to create your own patterns from dots and lines?
. How many patterns can you make by joining lines or dots?

. Use coloured paper or plastic mirrors to create patterns
. Look what would happen if you start with a dot in the centre of the paper and

build on that by placing coloured dots around in your desired shape

BagsOfCreativity

Create Your Own Design

Dot Pattern Line Pattern Floral Pattern Lines and Dots



This can be done individually, with the focus being on how to
use dots creatively, for instance. Or just lines.

1

Whole class adaptations

This can be a 3-D exercise with pupils using rice, pasta, dried
peas or any other cheap and plentiful material. They can be
glued onto paper or card and then painted.

This could also be done as a large, whole class structure. Small
groups are given sections of the circle that emanates out from a
central marker. They are they combined when completed to
form a huge wall-hanging or floor design.
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Whilst this is mainly an Art and Design exercise, there are clear
opportunities to use this as a way of studying holy symbols and
paintings from a variety of faiths.

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

The idea of an ever-increasing circle could be a fascinating way
of examining how one person’s actions or decisions can cause
ripples that continue to radiate outwards. This could apply to
political decisions, songs being released, an act of
aggression/peace, or how the planting of a seed can lead to a
forest. 

b
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The creation of the viewfinder can be part of the lesson. Or, you
may prefer to make up the frame in advance to save on time.

1

Whole class adaptations

If you want the pupils to make the frame, you could add a few
details: attach the card frame to a wooden stick/unsharpened
skewer. This could then be attached to the desk with blu-tac or
plasticine. This allows the pupils to use it with both hands free.

This can be a variation on still life art: each table has a collection
of objects in the middle, and pupils must hold their viewfinder at
arm’s length and only draw what they see.

2
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Whole class adaptations

This can be a variation on still life art: each table has a collection
of objects in the middle, and pupils must hold their viewfinder at
arm’s length and only draw what they see.

The still life materials could be replaced with photographs from
papers or magazines.

They could instead sketch display boards or views out of the
window.
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There are strong links here to the study of the media. How are
photographs selected for publication? If we zoom in on the
famous photo: Lunch Atop a Skyscraper, we see a fairly run-of-
the-mill picture of men eating lunch. If we zoom out, we see the
context and our heart catches in our mouths! This applies to a
wide array of political and historical photos as well and serves as
a good lesson for pupils to seek more information before
judging.

There are clear links to Science and the way our eyes work. 

a

b
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Why do Scientists always examine things closely? What can
we learn about the need to study things closely before
making a decision or judging people?  

How to examine difficult words through examining their
derivations or prefixes.

c

d
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This will be a new term to most and the purpose of this exercise
is on encouraging pupils to think in an abstract way, not to leave
with a detailed knowledge of synaesthesia.

1

Whole class adaptations

As ever with abstract concepts, many pupils can struggle,
especially some pupils with an ASD profile. Therefore, the focus
is on fun and originality, not trying to grasp neuroscience! So, if
blue smells like smelly cheese, great!
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Whole class adaptations
It’s worth spending a bit of time trying to get pupils focused,
with eyes closed and doing an exercise on visualising sounds,
trying to ‘see’ the colour of dreams, etc, but it needs framing in a
safe way. It doesn’t matter whether this works for you or not.
We all have different, unique and amazing brains.

The questions can be written as full sentences and will become
an interesting and personal poem as it stands. The answer to
each question could equally become a piece of art where the
texture of happiness is represented as a 3-D structure. 
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The art of lateral thinking has strong links to an investigation of
creative thinking across the curriculum. Where would Science
be without creativity? 

Edward de Bono’s book 'The Use of Lateral Thinking' cites the
Judgement of Solomon as an excellent example of lateral
thinking. King Solomon solved the dispute of parentage of a child
by announcing that the child will be cut in half. The reactions of
the two sets of "parents" allowed him to see who the real
parents were.

a

b

Links to Wider CurriculumKS2

Copyright © 2022 We are IVE

1/2



What would happen if all the non-recycled plastic in UK
households were automatically dumped in the house’s front
garden? What if big companies had to use the water that they
themselves polluted?

What examples can pupils come up with to hold people to
account for their actions – this can relate to historical examples
of crime and punishment.

c

d
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This can be delivered as individual tasks for pupils, as written on
the cards. 

1

Whole class adaptations

This can also be delivered collectively, where the class all
contribute to the creation of one character. The class can use
the questions to build a three-dimensional character to explore
credible drama, either in theatre or literature.
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Whole class adaptations

The questions could also serve as the basis for an examination
of a historical character. How much do we really know about
Queen Victoria, for instance? Why did she make certain
decisions? What about her character might have motivated her
actions?

There are a lot of questions here. There could be a rich debate
about which are the most important ones to ask of a character?
These could form the ongoing framework of any analysis of any
character on a journey that the pupils encounter across the
school year.
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There are obvious links here between the exercise and
the issue of migration. This can be linked to PHSCE,
historical migrations (the Romans invading Britain,
children migrating to the countryside as evacuees in
WW2, refugees from wars and tyranny, etc)

Most novels and many narrative poems involve a
character going on a journey, whether actual or
metaphorical.

a

b
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There is a potential link here to a drama or dance exercise
where pupils embody the physical characteristics of a person
on a journey. In small groups, pupils could try to embody the
objects taken, the barriers encountered, the sights, the smells
etc. In Drama, this could be an exercise in introducing
physical theatre. In Dance this could be a whole class activity
of a constantly moving landscape being represented by
repeated motifs, still images and the transitions between
them.

c
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Theatre has always existed. 
It is a place to tell great stories, to spark 
conversations, to delight the imagination 
and to tell the truth. 
We are all actors and we all have our favourite actors. 
Who are yours? 
What is the most exciting story you have ever heard? 
And what story do you want to tell? 

MAKE YOUR OWN THEATRE



Julia O’Keeffe
Learning Co-ordinator



This can be done as a meaningful activity when studying a play
script.

1

Whole class adaptations

The creation of theatre is the first part of the lesson, and will be
a fairly straight-forward activity for pupils to do in pairs.

Once the theatre is created, decorate the lolly sticks with
rudimentary faces to distinguish one character from another.
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Whole class adaptations

Match 2 pairs of pupils together, so that everyone is working in
a group of four.

One pair voices the lines within the duologue, whilst the other
pair operates the puppets. This is a very freeing activity, and
removes the self-consciousness of the readers, because the
focus is automatically on the puppets as the visual stimulus. It
also allows pupils to consider stage positioning and proxemics
(the space between characters and the meaning that creates).
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Although this is primarily a drama/theatre activity, the freedom
that pupils feel when giving voice to a character can be utilised
across the curriculum. We are instinctively drawn to look at the
puppets and the stage, however small it is. If you create a large
version of the stage, big enough to be seen by all from their
desks, you have a powerful learning tool. Two volunteers
operate the puppets as others watch on and you can ask other
pupils to give voice to:

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

Dialogue within the class novel, as a way of examining tone,
pace and pitch of voice to provide meaning.
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Links to Wider Curriculum

Imagined dialogue between historical characters: what
might Anne Boleyn have said to Henry VIII before her
execution?

Themselves, giving coding instructions to someone who is
new to it. The first puppet explains it to the second.

Controversial areas of debate. It’s distancing and therefore
less personal to have a puppet debate.

ii

iii

iv
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Julia O’Keeffe
Learning Co-ordinator



This could be done individually but it will be very resource-
heavy. 

1

Whole class adaptations

Each table is given a box, ready-made and pupils have to
collectively come up with a list of items that they believe a
young person born 100 years from now should know about the
pupils’ lives currently. 

This will encourage a rich discussion about what is currently
important in all young peoples’ lives.
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Whole class adaptations

They can then either make or collect items that represent these
important things.

How do the boxes vary across the tables? Why? Can they come
up with a list of 10 things as a whole class?
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On the surface, this begins as quite a personal and simple task.
But the more this opens up to a group, and then whole class,
task, the deeper it becomes. This discussion will have links to:

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

The environment. Which one or two objects are needed to
tell the story of the current climate crisis?

Science. Which inventions best represent current scientific
knowledge?

i
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Links to Wider Curriculum

Culture. Which elements of popular culture are most
representative of where we are as a community or
country?

Current affairs. What are the most important political and
social events/movements that need representing?
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Studying their own face can be uncomfortable for some pupils
so de-personalise it by either putting an unknown and
interesting person’s face on the board, or give out magazine
pictures to each table or pair. 

1

Whole class adaptations

Pupils draw around their hands and wrists and then have to fill
the outline with as many drawings of the features of the face as
they choose. If they only do one of each, they should include the
nose, mouth, both eyes and the chin, all as separate and not
touching elements.
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Whole class adaptations

They can now add colour in whichever media you (or they) wish
to use. 

Introduce a 3-D media and ask them to repeat the task with the
facial elements (clay, plasticine, rice, dried pasta, etc).

One the features are made, they can be arranged into a variety
of shapes, as long as they don’t follow the actual order of a face! 

3
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This has obvious links to an introduction to cubism and Picasso
et al.

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

There are possibilities here of utilising the practice of honing in
on details rather than having to ‘see’ the whole breadth of a
topic:

b
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Links to Wider Curriculum
Look at a portrait of Henry VIII and hone in on his hat. What
details emerge? What might the jewels be? How might it
have been made? How easy will it have been to wear? Why
might he have chosen these details? What messages might
he have been trying to communicate to his subjects?

We are used to the idea of scientists examining things in
great detail under a microscope. What if we do a similar thing
with the naked eye? What if we look closely at the snapped
end of a pencil? What can we find out about what it is, how
it’s made, why it’s constructed as it is?

i
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The building of the dice template may or may not be part of your
activity. You may choose to create the template in advance and
just let the pupils label, cut out and stick them.

1

Whole class adaptations

The activity can be done in pairs, small groups or as a whole
class. It can be fun to lead the class: one of the dice is with you
at the front of the space; pupils are invited up to both roll the
dice and select the labelled lolly sticks whilst you fill out the grid.
Thus, a dance routine is spontaneously created where neither
you nor the class know what will emerge. This can be both
democratic and liberating for the teacher who lacks confidence
in leading dance.
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Whole class adaptations

If done in small groups or pairs, your role will be to lead the
investigation. Which movements link more smoothly than
others? How are the pupils working together? Which pieces of
music are most suitable for which routines?

3
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The principle of the dice leading the activity can be applied
across the curriculum, with different labels applied to the dice
and the lolly sticks. Here are a few examples:

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

Dice is labelled with Volcano, Earthquake, Tornado, Flood,
Forest Fire and Heatwave. Lolly sticks are labelled with the
continents. Small groups have to investigate a recent
incident of a natural disaster in the continent they draw as a
way of examining the prevalence of major incidents linked to
climate change.

i
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Links to Wider Curriculum
Dice is labelled with the characters and key moments in the
class novel and the lolly sticks are labelled with role play,
hot-seating, freeze frames, thought-tracking and cathexis
(see What’s in Your Fridge). The class use the selected
drama activity to explore the moment or character selected.

The dice is labelled with numbers 2 – 7, and the lolly sticks
are labelled with 6 different numbers and the pupils must
multiply the dice number by the lolly stick. This can be a
quick-fire game, and can easily be differentiated in small
groups using different numbers on both.
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1.Measure out at least 1metre of
the lining paper and draw a

winding road lengthways across
it. Include some side roads with

dead ends and lanes looping
back to the main road again to

make it more intriguing! 

2. Include interesting landmarks
and obstacles along the route 
(draw these at the side of the 
road). Trees are nice - so are 
shark-infested duck ponds! 

Story Map



3. Add in some nice friendly 
people (or sheep) along the way 

too. They can help your main 
character to get out of that 
shark-infested duck pond!

5. Think carefully about how 
your main character will react 
to all those strange situations, 

dont be afriad to write
yourself down a dead end

and back out again! 

4. You can now start writing 
your story along the road you 

have drawn out. Follow the 
road and

try to incorporate as many of 
the obstacles and friends as 

you can as you go.
 

6. Will your story be funny,
scary, historical, mystery or

fantasy? Maybe a mash up or
something totally different?

You wont know until you start
out on the road. 

James Nichol



The initial map creation can be a fun art and drama or writing
activity in itself. The pupils can create a map in small groups and
then enjoy acting out or storyboarding the ensuing drama.

1

Whole class adaptations

This also lends itself to exploring the 5-part story structure in
novels and most films: exposition, crisis, development, climax,
resolution. To do this, you’ll need to provide some guidelines.

The first thing the character encounters is some kind of
‘friendly’ environment (exposition).

2
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Whole class adaptations
Next can come the shark pits! Anything that provides the
traveller with a problem (complication). 

Next can be a series of bends in the road and small hazards
or pleasant surprises (development). 

Next should come the biggest hazard (crisis), 

ii

iii

iv

v And, finally, they should arrive somewhere pleasant
(resolution).
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This can be used to fun effect in coding sessions. You design
the map in advance at each bend in the road is a piece of
incorrect coding. Each time they solve the problem, a new piece
of the journey unfolds.

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

The above can also be applied to Maths problems.

The pupils could encounter Kings and Queens along the route
and they have to provide 3 key facts about them and/or put
them in the correct timeline.

b

c
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Links to Wider Curriculum

In pairs they could create their own maps with a variety of
different creatures along the route. They swap maps with other
pairs and they can only progress along the route if they can
successfully give each creature they meet a suitable habitat and
food to keep them safe.

The map creation could be the sole activity but for each
obstacle they create, they need to use a different media.

d
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Sound
Find your favourite place
in your house.

Get Comfy!

Take some pencils and
paper.

Draw a circle, that 
represents you, 
anywhere on the paper.

Wait and listen – make 
marks, lines, squiggles, 
curves to match the 
sounds you hear.
Create a sound picture!!

As you hear sounds inside or outside 
your house make marks in different 
colours to create a piece of artwork

me

Listening and reacting is as
important in music as playing. 

Use your ears, let the sounds enter 
and appear on your paper.
Have fun!!



This is my artwork from listening
to the sounds around me.

Gary Hammond - Percussionist

Draw your shapes before
you colour them in.

bird

radio

hoover

Footsteps on stairs

wind

me

cups



This is both a simple task and a difficult concept. You’ll need to
spend a bit of time beforehand trialling this with obvious sounds
that you create so that pupils learn that there are no right or
wrong ways of doing this and it is an entirely personal and
creative task.

1

Whole class adaptations

If you are able to, take the pupils outside and get them settled
with paper and a board to lean on. The local environment will
provide you with a wealth of different sounds, be your school
urban or rural.

2
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Whole class adaptations

If this is an inside task, do some preparation so that you can
guarantee a variety of sounds from a variety of locations: set an
alarm clock to go off by the door; have a PPA ‘quietly’ going
about their business putting books away’, ‘accidentally’ pull up a
website with noise/music, etc. Ensure each sound goes on long
enough to generate a response but that then ends to allow the
accumulation of the next/other sound(s).

3
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You can extend this task with a Music focus by asking them to
do the same activity but this time they must draw the sounds
emerging from various musical instruments that you
blow/strike/play around the room. Discussion can follow about
the ‘feel’ of various types of instruments.

a
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Play the pupils various different animal noises. What do they
look like? After they’ve drawn it, can they identify the animal?
Does the sound ‘suit’ the animal? Why is it important for an
animal to make noise?

Lose the element of where the sound is coming from (perhaps
pupils just divide their paper in 4 and fill them in one by one);
now play them 4 famous speeches from history. They don’t have
to worry about what’s being said, just the feeling it creates in
them and what they draw as a result. How does Martin Luther
King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech compare to Neville Chamberlain’s
declaration of war with Germany? 

b

c
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JeNNifer bootH
www.jenniferbooth.carbonmade.com
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This is such a clearly defined task that it’s very possible to just
display the slide and let the pupils work at their own pace on it.

1

Whole class adaptations

Alternatively, you could demonstrate each step one-at-a-time
and have the pupils follow step-by-step.

Once the pupils have successfully completed the task,
encourage them to experiment with other everyday materials –
pencils, erasers, pencil cases, etc.

Can the same processes apply to much larger objects – desks,
chairs, whole people, etc?

2

3

4
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This is an Art task but there are obvious links to the study of
objects in 3-D in Maths: volumes of a cube, for instance.

a

Links to Wider Curriculum

Research together some modern artists working exclusively in
3-D drawing. Have a look at the amazing street art of artists like
Tracy Lee Stum and Kurt Wenner.

b
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This is such a fun exercise but/and can be taken in many
directions. Start with presenting the initial picture to the class
and take as many theories as possible about why the pan is on
the goat’s head. Celebrate the unlikely and bizarre theories.

1

Whole class adaptations

Pupils copy the goat onto paper and then add their own unlikely
objects to the goat, with a brief explanation as to how each got
there.

2
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Whole class adaptations

Pupils choose their favourite version so far. Use the stimulus
questions on the 2nd side of the postcard to provide a more
detailed explanation of how the object got on the goat.

Give out A4 sheets pre-divided into 6 squares and ask the
pupils to storyboard their story.

Write their story in full sentences and in six paragraphs, aligning
with the 6 boxes of the storyboard. 

3

4

5
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They are possibilities to extend this task into a Science lesson: 

How likely is it in reality that the pan would stay in place on
the goat’s head if it started to walk/run? How big is an
average goat’s head? How big a pan would be the best fit?
The remnants of which foods previously cooked in the pan
would be most helpful in keeping the pan in place on the
goat’s head? Which materials could the pan be made of that
would...
       a) help it stay on the goat’s head, and 
       b) prove most comfortable for the goat?

a

i
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Play the pupils various different animal noises. What do they
look like? After they’ve drawn it, can they identify the animal?
Does the sound ‘suit’ the animal? Why is it important for an
animal to make noise?

ii
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Before sharing the postcard itself, assign one colour to each
table and ask them to come up with as many different things as
possible that are that colour. Share each table’s favourite 5
things. As a whole class, repeat the task for any remaining
colours not assigned.

1

Whole class adaptations

Share the postcard and ask each pupil to choose their favourite
thing for each of the 7 colours.

2
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1

Whole class adaptations

Now start to look more closely at the language of the poem.
‘Yellow is like’ suggests a simile and therefore you can introduce
the notion of colours as feelings or sensations. Encourage the
pupils, in pairs, to come up with a whole new set of words
associated with each colour. 

Pupils can then complete the poem, using the appropriate
coloured pencil or felt tip with their own, personal responses.

3

4
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What is a rainbow and how is it formed?

Have a discussion about what everyone’s favourite colour is.
Keep a tally on the board. Now ask pupils why they like that
colour. Is it easy to explain why they like certain colours and if
not, why not? Why can colours make us feel a certain way?
Introduce some basic interior design ‘rules’. Why are bedrooms
often blue, grey or green, and often in muted tones? Why are
playrooms and nurseries often brightly coloured?

a

b
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The poem offers a gentle way in to the study of similes. How
many versions of ‘yellow is like’ and ‘indigo is like’ can they
come up with? What about for all the other colours? What
about a rainbow itself? 

c
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The Paint Box - Children’s Art Workshops
cathohare@hotmail.co.uk





In the spirit of genuine improvisation, give out the paper with the
rectangles pre-drawn to each pupil in the morning. Continue
classes as normal but give the pupils permission to doodle
during the morning’s learning. This will ensure they are genuine
doodles, not an art activity where they might believe there’s a
‘right’ way of doing it.

1

Whole class adaptations

When introducing the art task, do a few examples on the board
and ask the pupils to help you find the faces or creatures in your
doodles.

2
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Whole class adaptations

When they have identified the interesting elements of theirs,
again, encourage the pupils to help you sculpt your 3D creature
from your doodles. The more help you can provide them at this
point, particularly in allowing them the freedom to create
whatever it is that they see, not what they think they ‘should’
see, the better.

If you use air-drying clay, they’ll be able to paint it later in the
week.

3

4
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The task itself is an Art task. However, the spirit of free
experimentation can be applied elsewhere:

In Maths, use a random number generator app so that three
numbers are generated. The pupils have one minute to
create an equation out of the numbers. They can add them,
subtract, multiply, divide, turn into Roman numerals, etc.

a

b
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In Literacy sessions, reveal a sequence of images (anything –
from wild animals that they may not know, an airship, a
tornado, anything that elicits a response) and the pupils have
twenty seconds to write down any three words that they feel
about the pictures. They can use any words other than ones
that label the content of the picture. So, they mustn’t write
‘tornado’ but could write ‘wild’.

In research sessions, use a random number generator to
produce a year from 0 to 2000. They must then find certain
facts about the year.

c

d

Links to Wider CurriculumKS2

Copyright © 2022 We are IVE


